
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raices del Saber Xinachtli Community School 

Governance Board Special Virtual Meeting Minutes 

                                    
 

       April 30, 2025,  
April 30, 2025 Special Governance Board Recording 

Location: Raices del Saber Xinachtli Community School, 2211 N. Valley Drive 
The meeting was open to the public and conducted through the Zoom meeting platform. 

Time: 6:07 PM to 6:50 PM 
Roll Call and Call to Order:   

 
The following Board Members confirmed attendance and stated their full name via Roll Call:   
 

Governance Board Members 
 Name Office Present Absent Arrived 

Late 
Departed 
Early 

1 Ismael Camacho Chair X    
2 Ana Mangino Vice-Chair  X   
3 Mary Ann Clark Secretary X    
4 María Elena Garza  Treasurer X    
5 Verónica Lucio Board Member at Large  X   
6 Eric Rodriguez Board Member at Large X    

 
This is the monthly regular governance board meeting. The Secretary is acting as minutes taker with the 
Chair calling the meeting to order and declaring a quorum at 6: 07 PM.   

1. Conflict of Interest Declaration – None reported  

Discussion –  

2. The Consent Agenda – includes approval of the following:  
a. Agenda for Meeting, April 30, 2025, Special Governance Board Meeting  
b. The Monthly Finance Report is to include the following: 

I. Monthly Account Summary of Expenses 
II. Monthly Account Summary of Revenue 

III. Monthly Bank Statement 
IV. Monthly Bank Reconciliation Statement 
V. Monthly Update in Preparation for the Quarterly Cash Report 

VI. Monthly Voucher by Warrant Report 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VII. Monthly Finance Committee Notes from the Finance Committee Chair (The notes are for 
the actual month of the Meeting) 

Motion:  by Mary Ann Clark to amend agenda item 2a to reflect the correct date 
Seconded by Elena Garza. 
Approved unanimously by the Board 
Motion:  by Mary Ann Clark to approve the Consent Agenda as amended 
Seconded by Elena Garza. 
Approved unanimously by the Board 
 
 

3.Finance Committee and Audit Committee Report, By Terrance Hester, SWREC, and GB Treasurer,  
a. Discussion of any GB member questions on the Finance Report.  
b. Discussion and possible action on Budget Adjustment Requests (BARs).  

Report: 
Mr. Hester reviewed the submitted written Finance Committee and Audit Committee Report.  
One item from New Mexico State University has not cleared. It was reissued and hand delivered. 

BARs all, except B 0019-I, are as requested by the PED because of the audit. 
No Questions from the Board on the BARs 

Motion: by Mary Ann Clark to approve the BARs as presented 
Seconded by Eric Rodriguez 
Approved unanimously by the Board 

4.Public Input – None 

5. Discuss and take possible action regarding a requested U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR), “requesting” that PED require its LEAs to provide a pre-prepared “certification” to OCR. 
See the attached documents for your information. By Dr. Hector Giron, Head Administrator. 

DEI assurance and responses 
o Certification request by the Federal Government 
o Response by NMPED Secretary of Education, April 23, 2025 
o Suggestions from School Lawyer S. Fox, April 24, 2025 
o Draft response suggested by the school lawyer 
o Last Breaking News around the same issue 

 
Discussion: 

o The memo coming from the Federal Government asking all schools to sign the Certification request. 
The memo came without an author.  

o The memorandum appears to be faulty and have some overreach. The PED responded that districts 
have already been approved for the current school year.. 

o School Lawyer Fox gave guidance that this be taken to the board. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o The school can refuse to do nothing and submit nothing. However, the Department of Education may 
already have a list; and it may look as if we are not being compliant 

o Second option: the board draft a short statement that Raices supports the response of the NM 
Secretary of Education. 

o Third option: draft our own response. We would then submit the response.  
o Final option: Raices completes the certification form provided by the Department of Education. The 

attorney does not recommend this as it would mean that we agree with the memo sent by the 
Department of Education. 

o The timing of this situation is why the special board meeting was requested.  
o Last breaking news: Essentially there have been injunctions filed against the US Department of 

Education as a result of DEI. Attorney Fox stated that none of the recommendations would be in the 
way of the memorandum.  

Discussion: 
Mr. Rodriguez stated that he has read all documents and would like to vote. Mrs. Clark requested that we 
discuss this first.  
Board members read over the documents and then decided to draft a letter in response to the Memorandum. 
The letter was drafted based on the recommendations of Attorney Fox and the board discussion pursuant to 
the documents.  
 
Motion:  by Mary Ann Clark to respond to the US Department of Education Memorandum with the draft 
amended letter and agreed upon by the Raices Governance Board. 
Seconded by Eric Rodriguez 
Approved unanimously by the Board.  
 

6. Date of the Next Monthly Governance Virtual Governance Board Meeting - (May 28, 2025, at 6:00 pm, 
Via Zoom Meeting).  

7. Adjourn 
Motion: by Eric Rodriguez at 6:50 pm to adjourn the Special Governance Board Meeting. 
Second: by Elena Garza 
Approved unanimously by the Board 

 
 
 
          May 28, 2025 

 
Mary Ann Clark, Board Secretary                                                       Date Approved 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


